At the Annual leeting of the North Amaerican Lily Society held at Longwood Gerdens
in 1959 the meed was felt for saw means of conveying our recognition in a specific
maumner $0 parsons who, from tim to tise, were deemed to IBve performed cutstaniing
sorvice for ej,tggzj_jyg ‘genus lilium or the IM.L.S. After much discussion it was

decided to instigate an mdtoba known as the"E.H. WILSON MEMORIAL AVARD" which
would be given,(not moessarily each year but as the soclety should see fit,) as the
ultima e in recognition gand honaw at the disposal of the Society. Approval was
given to tho suggestion thet a medal be desigmd and & mmber struck. Gu, (Sandy)
Best was commdssioned to lave this done by the same Cenadian Bsilver craftsmen that
designed md executed the Isabella Preston Trophy with which you are all familier

by nowe It was lader found out that the cosg of having medals struck would be far
beyend our finencisl capacities @ue to the heavy initial cost of having the ™diev
mde. In wmultation with Sendy Best the craftemen suggested that we use & plaque
instead of a meial as this would not entail a "die™ and could be produced for & mch
mare reasonable cost. It wms decided to go ahead with this plan and those of you

who were at the ladison show and eaw the beaut iful plague will agree that 1t is
something of which each recipimt, and the Sce ioty, can be justly proud.

For the benefit of those who were not able to be at the show I will try to give a
description of the plajwe for you - mounted on a dark mahogany wood backpiece was &
sten of 1ilium with several blooms delicately worked in silver and standing out in ‘
relief with the petals, stamens, and anthers all depieted in three dimensiomal aspedty
undor this was & silver ribbon strip on which the name of the award will be engraved
and below this again a silver panel for the reme of the recipiat. It will be
rotained permanently by each p rson to whom 1% is awarded, a nev o being made for

oach now awari, As you kmow there are mayy people whom it would be a pleaswre to
honour and the seloction of the first porsn to receive this amrd was no slight task,

In the absence of Pr. muswellsr, who was overseas &t the time, it foll to Dr. Frank

Palmer to chalr the selection caudttes = after comsulting his committeo they oame
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up with the name of Profs Geos Ae Slabe as the recommendation to the Society as the
first person to be recognized with t&l awmrd. There was no quolt!.o:.: but that the 1
roc ommendation of the comm ttee was wboleheartodly endorsed by the moubers at the
Anmal Meeting amd Profe 3late was pre sonted with this Memorial Awerd "in sbscmtian
at the Ammal Banguot. (Ve were all sorxy that George was not able to be rresent
ko recieve it in person) The selsction of Prof. Slate to receive ﬁhu award carried
@ gentimental "overtone™ becauss, as mawy of m know, he is merried to the
daughter of the great plant collector whom the awerd conmemoratoes and I am sure
that it must hawe brought rmcdh pleasure to Mrs. Siate that the first reeipient of
the award in momoxy of her father was hor meband,

Goos Be folly nd,
Canadian Vice President.
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